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BRIEF HISTORY, Ge. 


e EILICGION is a Matter of the — 

4 Conſequence and Importance, as it 
reſpects our higheſt Duty and Hape, 
pineſs; and all the Advantages and. 
Circumſtances of this Life are to be 
regarded, only as they ultimately 
—rreſpect the future State, and our, 
| KEE Beg in the World to come. 

The great Motive which induced the firſt Planters of 
New- England, to leave their pleaſant European Seats, 
and ſettle in this howling Wilderneſs, was, that they 
might enjoy Religion in the Purity of its Doftrines,. 
Diſcipline and Worſhip, and tranſmit the ſame down to 
the lateſt Poſterity. The Doctrines which they believed. 
land profeſs d, were thoſe which had been generally 
ſtabliſhed in all Ages of the Chriftian Church; and 
ore eſpecially ſummed up, and declared in the ſeveral 
Confeſſions of Faith, in the various Churches of the 
Proteſtant Reformation; tho' there were ſome leſſer 
Circumſtances in their Eccleſiaſtical Diſcipline, which 
were in ſome Meaſure peculiar to themſelves. For the 
Pake of theſe ineſtimable Privileges, they undertook to 
ſettle a new and uncultivated Country, filled with _ 
moſt 


3 

= 
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Danger and Fatigue: Therefore any Attempt to deprive 


them of their Religion, is as injurious as to depfive them 


- Civil Government. 


moſt ſavage and barbarous Enemies; and Nothing but th 
theſe Religious Proſpects could induce them to believe C 


that they did not purchaſe it at too dear a Rate. And 


the leaving the Goſpel in its Purity, they judged to be a WE! 
better Inheritance to their Poſterity, than the valuable Weo 
Soil, which they acquired with ſuch incredible Hardſhip, 


of their Lands, or to change their happy Form of 


Soan after their firſt Settlement, there was a general 
Synod of the Elders and Meſſengers of all the Churches B. 
in New- England, in the Year 1648, wherein they unani- 
mouſly declared their Sentiments in the Doctrines of the Fin 
Goſpel, in theſe Words, viz. * This Synod having peruſed WM 1 


© and confidered, (with much Gladneſs of Heart, and 
©, Thankfulneſs to God,) the Confeſſion of Faith. lately I« ; 


* publiſhed by the Reverend Aſſembly in England, do « 
judge it to be very holy, orthodox and judicious in al! 


Matters of Faith; and do therefore freely and fully | IF 


* conſent thereunto, for the Subſtance ; only in Matters 
of Church Government and Diſcipline, we refer our F< 
r ſelves to the Platform of Church Diſcipline agreed 
* upon by this Aſſembly.” And accordingly publiſhed it 
as their Confeſſion of Faith, and as the Doctrine « 
FE conſtantly taught and profeſſed in theſe Churches.? IF 

In their Preface they ſay, that it has been'the laudable 
Practice of the Churches of Chriſt, in all Ages, to give 


at Ie Account to the World, of the Faith and Order 


the Goſpel among them: And that it has a Tendency WF | 

to public Edification, by maintaining the Faith intire in Ml 
itſelf, and Unity and Harmony with other Churches. 
Our Churches, ſay they, believe and profeſs the fame IK 


Doctrine which has been generally received in all the 
\ reformed Churches in Europe. I ſuppoſe the Aſſembly's IF 


Catechiſm was not expreſsly mentioned, becauſe before it 


1 | E ' 
1 Ins it had been generally received, and taught to 
Children. 

A few Years after there was a Synod of Congregational 
2 a Churches held at the Savoy, in Londen ; wherein they 
Ile | conſented to the Weſtminſter Confeſſion aforeſaid ; only 
ip, Wthey left out ſome Things " to Church Diſcipline 
ve and Divorce, and amended ſome few Expreſſions. This 
-m is called the Savoy Confeſſion. 
of A general Synod of the Elders and Meſſengers of the 

Churches in New-England, in 1680, approved of and 
ral conſented to this Confeſſion; and the General Court at 
hes Baton, ordered it to be printed for the Benefit of the 
ni- Churches in the preſent and after Times.” The Synod 
the | in their Preface, ſay, * that it muſt needs tend much to 
ſed the Honour of the bleſſed Name of the Lord Jesvs, 
ind gt when many Churches join together in their Timon for 
ely ite Truth. That the Lord hath ſignally owned the 
do Confeſſions of the four firſt general Councils or Synods, 
all for the Suppreſſion of Hereſies in the primitive Times. 
ily q That the Confeſſions of the Bohemians, Waldenſes, and 
ters other Proteſtant reformed Churches (which alſo ſhew 
our what Harmony of Doctrine there is among all ſincere 
eed I Profeſſors of the Truth) have been of ſingular Uſe, 
d it e not only to thoſe who then lived, but alſo to Poſterity, 
rine ¶ even to this Day. That it muſt needs be a Work plea- 
ſing unto God, for his Servants to declare to the World, 


able what thoſe Principles of Truth are, which they have 
ive received, and purpoſe to live and die in the Profeſſion 
rder of; nor are they worthy of the Name of Chriſtians, 


1 , 5 who refuſe to declare what they believe.” They con- 


js? may overtake theſe Churches, is not for us to fay 


ame only the Lord doth many Times ſo order Things, 
the IF that when his People have made a good Confeſſion, 
)ly's they ſhall be put upon the Trial, ſome Way or other, 
fore concerning their Sincerity i in 8 The Lord grant, that 


the: 
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clude with theſe Words, what Hours of Temptation Ro 


on 
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| £6 BR 
*the Loins of our Minds may be ſo girt about with 
< Truth, that we may be able to withſtand in an evil 
© Day, and having done all, to ſtand. 5 
In the Year 1690, there was a Meeting of the Preſ- 
byterian and Congregational Miniſters in England, who i 
agreeing perfectly in Points of Doctrine, compromiſed W 
thoſe ſmall Circumſtantials wherein they had diſagreed 
in Church Diſcipline. This they publiſhed under the 
Title of, HEADS of Apreement aſſented to by the united 
Miniſters formerly called Preſbyterian and Congregational. In 
which they declare their Approbation of © the doctrinal i 
Articles of the Church of England; the Confeſſion of 
Faith; the larger and ſhorter Catechiſms compoſed by 
the Aſſembly of Divines at Veſtminſter, and the Savoy i 
Confeſſion, as agreeable to the Word of Gop.* © 
In the Year 1708, there was a general Synod of all 
the Churches in the Colony of Connecticut, aſſembled by 
Delegation, at Saybrook, in which they unanimouſly con- 
ſented to the Savoy Confeſſion, and the Heads of Agree- 
ment before- mentioned; and drew up ſome Articles for 
the Adminiſtration of Church Diſcipline. One principal Þ 
Thing wherein theſe Articles differed from what had i 
been before generally received and practiſed in the New 
Engliſh Churches, was this, that whereas the Cambridge 
Platform had faid in general Terms, that Councils 
mould conſiſt of the neighbouring Churches; and ſome | 
. Queſtions had ariſen, who ſhould be efteemed the neigh- 
bouring Churches, and what Number ſhould be called MW 
in particular Caſes : Theſe Articles reduced it to a i 
greater Certainty, that Councils ſhould conſiſt of the 
neighbouring Churches in the County ; they forming 
themſelves into one or more Conſociations for that 
Purpoſe. | i 
Theſe three Things, viz. The Confeſſion of Faith; 
Heads of Agreement, and Articles of Church Diſcipline, 
were preſented to the General Court at Hartford, in May il 
; % 1702, 
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178 and they declared their great Approbation of them, 

and ordain, that all the Churches in this Government, 

1 thus united in Doctrine, n and Diſcipline, ſhall 
h | 


be owned and acknowledged eſtabliſbed by. Law.” 
The Synod of Saybrook, in their vl Hay ſay, that the 


E Uſage of the Chriſtian Church, whole Faith reſted 
; . on the Word of God, reſpecting Confeſſions of 


Faith, is very ancient; and neceſſary for the Correcting, 
{ Condemning and Suppreſſing of Hereſy and Error. 
For this Purpoſe, ancient and famous Confeſſions of 
Faith have been agreed upon by oecumenical Councils, 
of Conſtantinople, againſt j _ 
E Macedomins, &c. That the ſeveral reformed Nations 


agreed upon Confeſſions of Faith, famous in the World, 
| That the Faith of theſe Churches is the ſame which 


© was generally received in all the reformed Churches in 


1 This Confeſſion of Faith, they ſay, they 
$ offer as their firm Perſuaſion, well and truly grounded 


on the Word of God, and commend the ſame to the 


People of this Colony, to be examined, accepted and 
| conſtantly maintained. That having applied the Rule 
| of holy Scripture to the Articles of this Confeſſion, 
and found the ſame to be the eternal Truths of Gop, 
# you remember and hold them faſt : Contend earneſtly for 
$ bem, as the Faith once delivered to the Saints: Value them 


as your great Charter; the Inſtrument of your Salva- 


tion, and the Evidence of your not failing of the Grace 
F of God, and of your receiving a Crown that fadeth 
not away: Maintain them, and every of them, all 
your Days, with undaunted Reſolution, againſt all 


1 Oppoſition, whatever the Event may be ; and the ſame 


tranſmit 


1 y this is meant, not the applyi ng 2 Arab Texts of D cri ee only, avhich 


are ſet in the Margin, (for it is probable they were not put there by the 
© Lent of Divines \F but 3 Text * 8 __ applicable to theſe | 


icli. 


2 &; 


| a . 8 ] 0 
4 van ni ſafe and pure to Poſterity : Having bought the 


2 


Truth, fell it not: Believe the Truth will make you 
+ free, Faithful is he that hath promiſed. Let no Man: 
take away your Crown.” 1 

In this State our pious Fore- fathers eſtabliſhed the F 
pure Religion of Chriſt in this Land, and left it as theWr 
an . to their Poſterity. They were doubtleſi Fr 
Men of great Piety ; fervent in Prayer, and aſſiduous inf x 
ſtudying the ſacred Scriptures, in order to find out the + 
Truth, and recommend if! to their Poſterity. They did} ir t 
not undertake to make a Religion, but to declare it from t 
the Word of God : nor did they ſuppoſe that their F ait 
or Belief ſhould be the Ground and Foundation of ours, 
but reſolved all into the Authority of God ſpeaking in 
his Word. 8 
Among the various Means they uſed to propagatef 0 
this pure Religion to their Poſterity, they eſteemed# 
Erecting of Colleges and ſubordinate Schools, to be thei . 
: principal. To this Purpoſe the general Synod at Boſton, 
in 1679, fully expreſs their Sentiments. That we read ? 
of Schools and Colleges · in Scripture ; 1 Chron: xxv. 8 
Mal. ii. 12, As xix. 9. and xxii. 3. That Samuel, Elijah, 
and Eliſpa, were Preſidents of the Schools bf the Pro- 
phets ; 1 Sam. xix. 18. That Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoryſ 
Demi us, that great Care was taken by the I 
and their immediate Succeffors, to ſettle Schools at al 
Places; that fo the Intereſt of Religion might be pre 
ſerved, and Truth propagated to all ſucceeding Genera 
tions. We have Reafon to bleſs Gop, who hath put i 
into the Hearts of our Fathers, to take Care in thi 
Matter; for theſe Churches would have been in a „ 5 
Table State, if the Lord had not bleſs'd the College, ſo ay 0 
thence to ſupply moſt of our Churches. * 
When the People in New-England were poor, and oi i; . 


few in Number, there was a Spirit to encourage Learn 


ing; 3 and as we deſirę that 3 ſhould flouriſh, i 
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t the concerns us to endeavour that the College and inferior 
vou Schools be duly inſpected and encouraged.” Thus far 
Man that Synod. ES W ; 

The Fathers of the Colony of Connecticut, from the 
the ſame picus and religious Deſign, erected a College among 
s the themſelves in the Year 1701: The Scheme was concerted 
tel principally by the Miniſters; with an eſpecial Deſign to 


x 


us inf maintain and propagate that pure Religion, which was 
t the before ſertled among them; as appears by Tundry Letters 
didi to and from thoſe Miniſters who firſt undertook to found 
tronWthis School, dated before the Charter, and ſtill extant. 
Faith The Charter. is predicated, ** Upon the Petition of 
ours, F< ſundry well-diſpoſed Perſons; of their incere Regard to 
1g in and Zeal for upholding and propagatigg of the Chriſtian 
Proteſtant Religion, by a Succeſſion of learned and orthedox 
agate Men. And the Grant was made, to encourage ſuch 
emed a pious and religiou Undertaking. At their firſt Meeting 
- Po they came into the following ſolemn Act. 
oſton, | | | 
read At a Meeting of the Collegiate Undertakers, holden at 
v. 8.8 Saybrook, November 11, A. D. 1711. 


Ho. iP RESENT 

or yr Iſrael Chauncey, © 

* 18 Thomas Buckingham, 

at aii Abraham Pierſon, . 
r. The Reverend! Samuel Andrew, 

_— $ 1 25 James Pierpoint, 


— 


put ii Neadiah Ruſſel, _ 3 
i Foſeph Webb, 4 
leplo + „ „ as? 
lo al, as it was the glorious public Deſign of our 
WF now bleſſed Fathers, in their Remove from Europe into 
d bull I theſe Parts of America, both to plant, and under the 
earn Divine Bleſſing, to propagate in this Wildefneſs the 


. - bleſſed reformed Proteſtant Religion, in the Purity of 
2 Ws , | | | 29 6 ha 
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[ 10 ] | 5 
its Order and Worſhip; not only to their Poſterity, 
* but alſo to the barbarous Natives: In which great 
Enterprize they wanted not the Royal Commands and 


& Favour of his Majeſty King CRHARILISs the Second, to | 


© authorize and invigorate them. 1 8 
We their unworthy Poſterity, lamenting our paſt 

© Neglects of this grand Errand, and ſenſible of the equal 
Obligations better to proſecute the ſame End, are deſi- 
© rous in our Generation to be ſerviceable thereunto. 
© Whereunto the religious and liberal Education of 
© ſuitable Youth is, ag. the Bleſſiing of God, a chief 
© and moſt probable Expedient. Therefore, that we 
might not be wanting in cheriſhing the preſent obſer- 
© yable and pious Diſpoſition of many well- minded Peo- i 
© ple, to dedicate their Children and Subſtance untoGop i 
in ſuch a good Service: And being ourſelves, with 
« ſundry other Reverend Elders, not Gnly deſired by our 
* godly People, to undertake as Truſtees, for erecting, 
© forming, ordering and regulating a Collegiate School, 
for the Advancement of ſuch an Education: But having 
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© alſo obtained of our preſent religious Government both 


full Liberty and Aſſiſtance, by their Donations to ſuch | 
an Uſe: Tokens likewiſe that particular Perſons will 


not be wanting in their Beneficence : Do, in Duty to 


* GoD, and the Weal of our Country, undertake in the 
aforeſaid Deſign. © And being how met, according to 


© the Liberties and Aids now granted to us for the Uſe 


< aforeſaid; do order and appoint, that there ſhall be, 
and hereby is erected and formed a Collegiate School, 
© wherein ſhall be taught the liberal Arts and Languages, 

in ſuch Place or Places in Connecticut, as the ſaid Truſtees 

with their Aſſociates and Succeſſors, do or ſhall, from 
time to time, ſee Cauſe to order. ®& 
For the orderly and effectual Management of this 
Affair, we agree to and hereby appoint and confirm 
% the following RULES. k 7. 
" bl 7. 


[ 21 : 
s 1 That the Rector take ſpecial Care, as of the 


Ke moral Behaviour of the Students at all Times, ſo with 
| © Induſtry, to inſtruct and ground them well in Theoretical 
Divinity; and to that End, ſhall neither by himſelf, nor 


© < (except on the Sabbath) Morning and Evening, 


by any other Perſon whomſoever, allow them to be i in- 
ſtructed and grounded in any other Syſtem or Synogpſis of Di- 
= < vinity, than ſuch as the ſaid Truſtees do order and ap- 


point: But ſhall take effectual Care, that the {aid Students 


'L be weekly, at ſuch Seaſons as he ſhall ſee Cauſe to ap- 


point, cauſed memoriter to recite the Aſſembly's Cate- 


chiſm in Latin, and Ames s Theological Theſes; of which, 
aas alſo Ames's Caſes, he ſhall make, or caule to be made, 
rom time to time, ſuch Explanations as may (through 


the Bleſſing of God,) be moſt conducive to their Eſta- 


Ve + bliſhment in the Principles of the Chriſtian Proteſtant 
* Religion. 


© 2d, The Rector ſhall alſo cauſe the Scripture dails 


to be 
read by the Students at the Times of Prayer in the 


Y School, aceording to the laudable Order and Uſages of 
= © Harvard College, making Expoſitions upon the ſame: 


And upon the Sabbath, ſhall either expound practical 


Theology, or cauſe the non- graduated Students to 
repeat Sermons: 


And in all other, Ways according to 


his beſt Diſcretion, ſhall at all Times ſtudiguſly endea- 


.* your, in the Education of the Students 
| © Power and Purity of Religion, and the beſt Eg, fication od 


82 . 3 
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promote the 


* theſe New-England Churches.” 


The 8 of the College, and their Succeſſors 
have upon ſeveral Times and Occaſions, come into ſome 


further and more explicit Reſolves, Hh Purſuance to the 
Y original F undamental Plan; Faden 


At 


T1. 


i a Metting of the Truſtees of Yale 0 ollege, in New⸗ 1 h 
| Haven, Oclober 17, 1722. = * 


P 
th 
PRESEN T, * 
q Samuel Andrew, | Nee 
Timothy Moodbridge, A 
Samuel Ruſſel, Wt 
I Foſeph Webb, F 
The Reverend Meſſieurs} John Davenport, "i 
|  \ Thomas Buckingham, FN 
Stephen Buckingham, 
Thomas Ruggles, 
(_Eliphalet Adams. 


© 16. Voted, That all ſuch Perſons as ſhall halter 
© be elected to the Office of Rector or Tutor in this College, 
* ſhall, before they are accepted therein, before the 
6 Truſtees, declare their Aſſent to the Confeſſion of Faith 
owned and conſented to by the Elders and Meſſengers i 

of the Churches in the Colony of Connecticut, aſſembled i 
< by Delegation at Saybrook, Sept. 9, 1708, and confirmed We 
| 5 by Act of the General Aſſembly; and ſhall particularly 
give Satisfaction to them, of the Soundneſs of their 
N Faith, in Oppoſition to Arminian and Prelatical Cor- 


any other of dangerous Conſequence to | 
Mad Peace of our Churches: But if it cannot x 
be before the Truſtees, it ſhall be in the Power of any 


two Truſtees, with the Rector, to examine a Tutor, 
< with Reſpect to the Confeſſion and Soundneſs of F aith, 
79 oF in Oppoſition to ſaid Corruptions. 

157. Voted, That upon juſt Ground of Suſpicion of 
4 0 BE Rector or Tutor s Inclination to Arminian or Prelatic 
< Principles, a Meeting of the Truſtees ſhall be called, 
as ſoon as may be, to examine into the Caſe. 
18. Voted, Thar if any other Officer or Member of 
£ this * ſhall give juſt * of has of 
| Z oy M 
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[ 13 ] 
their being corrupted with Arminian or Prelatical 
Principles , or any other of dangerous Conſequence to 
the Peace and Purity of our Churches, the Rector and 
Tutors ſhall call them upon Examination accordin 
to the Articles of the ſaid Confeſſion ; and in Caſe they 
Wrefuſe to ſubmit thereto, or do not give a ſatisfacto 
Account of their Uncorruptneſs, they ſhall ſuſpend 
them to the next Meeting of the Truſtees.” 85 
N. B. Five of the firſt Founders were at this Time alive, 
and four preſent at the Paſſing of theſe Acts. | 


4 Mecting of the Preſident and Fellows of Yale College, 
5 November 21. 1751. 7 VIM 


PFTFSENT 


ter The Rev. Mr. Thouas Cra, Preſident : 
ge, | Jared Eliot, 1 
3 =” Foſeph Noyes, 

i * 5 0 


Anthony Stoddard, 


ers 3 5 4; £21111 by | 

led 2 : he Reverend Meſſrs f po ray 525 ( Fellows. 
ed WW 5 Thomas Ruggles, | 
rly He ptr Solomon Williams, 
r Noah Hobart, > 46 | 
* © Whereas the principal Deſign of the pious FounDers 


* Jof this College was to educate and train up Youth for 
_ che Miniſtry in the Churches of this Colony, according 
; Y x] Wes : :: | wo 
th, By Prelatical Principles, ] ſuppoſe, they intend, the Opinion that Pralacy or 
© RE Epilcopacy is, by Divine Right, abſolutely neceſſary to the Being of the 
"nf = Chriſtian Miniſtry and Church; which Opinion being entirely ſubverſive 


/ theſe Churches which the College was founded to ſupport ; thoſe who 
tic endeawour to propagate it, counteract the Fundamental Deſign of the 
ed, MF College : But ſuch as ſuppoſe, that Epiſcopacy is only moſt convenient, as 


4 tending to maintain Unity and Order, ald don't nullify Preſbyterian. 


of 1 Ordination, (which is the Opinion of the greateſt Part of the Church of 
* c England, in England, 2 may conſiſtently be admitted Members oißr 
0 = C2lege, and to the Communion of our Churches too, as fas been the 


| 1 Practice ever ſince there have been Churchmen in the Colony. 


= 


[ 14 ] | 
to the Doctrine, Diſcipline and Mode of Worth 


© received and practiſed in them; and they particular q 

ordered, that the Students ſhould be eſtabliſhed in th 

by Principles of Religion, and grounded in polemici 

Divinity, according to the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, Dr. Ame 

* Medulla, and Caſes of Conſcience, and that ſpecial Cari 

< ſhould be taken, in the Education of Students, not 16 

© ſuffer them to be inſtructed in any different Re tc 

or Doctrines; and that all pro * Methods or Meaſun g TY 

© ſhould be taken to promote the Power and Purity « tt 
4 
fr 
& 


Religion, and the beſt Edification and Peace of thy 
Churches. 
Me the Succeſſors of the ſaid Founders, being i in ouf 
* own Judgments, of the ſame Principles in Nele 12 
* with our Predeceſſors, and eſteeming our ſelves bounWr 
in Fidelity to the Truſt committed to us, to carry ti 
the ſame Deſign, and improve all the College Eſta 
£ deſcended to us, for the Purpoſes for which it was given 8 
do explicitly and fully reſolve, as follows, vizz MW 
1. That the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſti 4 
ments are the only Rule of Faith and Practice, in 1 
Matters of Religion, and the Standard by which a 
Poctrines, Principles and Practices in Religion arc '% 
© be tried and judged. b 
2. That the Aſembly 5 Catechiſmand the Confeſſion of Fail 
© received and eftabliſhed in the Churches of this Coloni 
* (which is an Abridgement of the Weſtminſter Confe/u 
contain a true and juſt Summary of the molt i pen | 4 
Poctrines of the Chriſtian Religion; and that the tr 
«© Senſe of the ſacred Scriptures is juſtly collected ani Þ 
ſummed up in theſe Compoſitions : And all 1 
< of Scripture, pretending to deduce any Doctrines d * 
Poſitions, contrary to the Doctrines laid down in the 
X ur we are 6f Opinion are wrong and erroneouf ; 
If any Doubt or Diſpute ſhould happen to ariff 1 
„en the true Meaning and Senſe of any eren 


? Ten 
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orihWTerms or Phraſes in the ſaid Compoſures, thiy ſhall be 
ulariWnderſtood and taken in the ſame Senſe in which ſuch 
in thierms and Phraſes have been generally uſed in the 
mic vritings of Proteſtant Divines, and eſpecrally1 in their 
Ame ? public Confeſſions of Faith.“ 


Ca 4. That we will always take all proper and reaſonable 
not 1 1 ae ſuch as Chriſtian Prudence ſhall direct, to 
p tontinue and propagate the Doctrines contained in cheſe 
aſun Summaries of Religion, in this College, and to tranſmit 


nem to all future Succeſſions and Generations: and to 
Wſc the like Meaſures to prevent the contrary Doctrines 
From prevailing in this Society. 
That every Perſon who ſhall hereafter be choſen 
138 Fellow, Profeſſor of Divinity, or Tutor, 
in this College, ſhall before he enters upon the Execu- 
ry tion of his Office, publickly give his Conſent to the 
Elf Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith, as containing a juſt 
Swe Summary of the Chriſtian Religion, as before expreſſed, 
und renounce all Doctrines or Principles contrary there- 
Teſti unto ; and ſhall paſs through ſuch an Examination as 
in the Corporation ſhall think proper, in order to their 
ich 2 aWeing fully ſatisfied that he ſhall do it truly without 
are "p pny Evaſion or Equivocation. 
& © 6. That ſince every ſuch Officer is admitted into his 
Poſt upon the Condition aforeſaid, if he ſhall afterwards 
E bang: his Sentiments, entertain any contrary Set of 


Aty « 
tha 


in ou 
lie 
bounl 


"Fail 


,olonili 


ofeinWP rinciples or Scheme of Religion, and diſbelieve the 
Dortali 4 Doctrines contained in the ſaid Catechiſm or Confeſſion 


he trifffibf Faith, he cannot, conſiſtent with common Honeſty 
ed aand F idelity, continue in his Poſt, but is bound to 
ſition 4 Felen“ it. 

nes 7. That when it is ſuſpected by any of the Corpora- 
n tha . ion, that any ſuch Officer has fallen from the Profeſſion 


Yneouf 
ro ar 3 
rticulls mY 2 general Rule of interpreting all 2 Filings, 


Treu 


of his Faith, as before mentioned, and is gone into any 


RE * contrary 
| igath ot Words and Phraſes 
Hall be taken in'tle ſame Senſe in which they Fre commonly uſed in 
"3 Pe. N * upon te ſame Subject. 


— 


[16] 
© contrary Scheme of Principles, he ſhall be examined by 
© the Corporation. v7 8 
8. That inaſmuch as it is eſpecially neceſſary, that 
a Profeſſor of Divinity ſhould be ſound in the Faith; . 
© beſides the common Teſts before mentioned, he ſhall ; fi 
« publickly exhibit a full Confeſſion of his Faith, drawn - * 
up by him in his own Words and Phraſes, and ſhall in 
full and expreſs Terms renounce all ſuch Errors as 
_* ſhall in any conſiderable Meaſure prevail at the Time of - 
© his Introduction; and if any Doubt or Queſtion ſhall 
© ariſe about any Doctrine or Poſition, whether it be 
Truth or Error, it ſhall be judged by the Word of God but, 
© taken in that Senſe of it which is contained and declared ren 
© in the ſaid Catechiſm and Confeſſion of Faith; as being PA! 
a ajuſt Expoſition of the Word of God in thoſe Doctrines I An- 
© or Articles which are contained in them. || 1 th 
9. That every Perſon who ſhall be choſen Preſident, & , 
Fellow or Tutor in this College, ſhall give his Conſent] 
© to the Rules of Church Diſcipline eſtabliſhed in the 
< Eccleſiaſtical Conſtitution of the Churches of this 
Colony: It being underſtood, that our Eccleſiaſtical 
© Conſtitution may admit of Additions or Alterations, 
in ſuch Circumſtances as according to our Confeſſion 
of Faith are to be regulated by the Light of Nature, 
and the Rules of Chriſtian Prudence. And it is eſpecially 
< declared, that if any Perſon ſhall deny the Validity of 
the Ordination of the Miniſters of this Colony, com- 
< monly called Preſbyterian or Congregational, or ſhall 
© hold, that it is neceſſary or convenient that ſuch Miniſters 
© ſhould be re-ordained, in order to render their Admini- 
* ſtrations valid, it ſhall be deemed an eſſential Departure 
wy . . ts from 
| This does not male the Catechiſm and Confeſſion the Rule of expounding 
Scripture, ( as ſome have ſuggeſted; ) for the beſt Rule of interpreting 
Scripture, is the Scripture itſelf, 7.e. comparing one Place with another. 


See Confeſſion, Chap. 1 . Set. 9. Jt was principally by this Means; 
the Aſſembly fun le true Meaning of Scripture, and expreſſed and 
declared it in thoſe Compoſures, | ey 


£ chat they 


m1 


t from our ed ne onſtitution; and. inconſiſtent 
with the Intentions of the Founders of this College, that 
* ſuch a Perſon ſhould be. choſen an Officer in it. 

10, Yet, we would ſuppoſe, that it is not incon- 
e ſiſtent with the general Deſign of the Founders, and is 
© agreeable to our own Inclination, to admit Proteſtants 
* 0 all Denominations to ſend their Children to receive 
© the Advantage of an Education in this College: Pro- 


Gy. 


© vided that while they are here, they conform to all the 
Laws and Orders of it.” | 


The Body of the Miniſters in the Colony of Connetti- 
eut, in their public Conventions, have ſeveral Times 
renewed their Conſent to their Confeſſion of Faith; 
particularly at the General Council at Guilford, in 1742, 
and at the General Aſſociation at Fairfield, 1753, in 
theſe Words : | 

We recommend it to the . Aſſociations, 
very careful, that the true and great Doc- 
* trines of the Goſpel, agreeable to the Confeſſion of 
Faith, be maintained and preached up, againſt the 
Arminian, Antinomian,, and other Errors; and that 
eſpecial Care and Pains be taken with our Youth, to 
inſtruct them in the Principles of our holy Religon, 
and Articles of our Faith. 


At a General Aſſociation of the Colony f Connecticut, 
6 2. Middletown, June 17, 1755. 
FRESETNT. 
Jared Elliot, Moderator, 


Benjamin Colton. —Nathannel Bells; 
John Graham, Jonathan Todd. 


A KX 6: 


The eu Mete] William Worthington, Edward Eells, 

The n ee er,, 
Jacob Elliot, Noah Welles, 
Noah Hobart. James Beebe, 


Lunalbar Whitman, Rrabiab 22 
22  —_— 


1161 CO: 
This Aſſociation apprehending that various Errors, W pu 
tontrary to the Doctrines owned in the Churches of this Weitt 
Colony, are ſpreading and prevailing in the Land, and 
that it is highly neceſſary for Miniſters to bear Teſtimony N of 
againſt thoſe prevailing Errors; this Aſſociation earneſtly 
recommend it; to the particular Aſſociations of this Co- 
lony, to agree among themſelves, frequently to inſiſt der 
upon theſe Doctrines contained in our Confeſſion of wh 
Faith, which are contrary to the prevailing Errors of | 
the Day; and particularly that they would bear a ſufficient | 
Teſtimony againſt Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, Arian- 
iſm, Pelagianiſm, and Antinomianiſm, or any other Er- fre 
rors that may ariſe among us. BE Ca 
And whereas one particular Aſſociation of this Colony, ¶ ſo! 
have declined coming into the Propoſal of a General C. 
Conſociation, till the ſeveral Aſſociations have declared 
their Adherence to the Confeſſion of Faith owned in our 
Churches; we freely declare our Adherence to the Doc- 
trines contained in our Confeſſion of Faith, and we 
would recommend it to particular Aſſociations, ſtrictly to 
adhere to the Doctrines of our Confeſſion of Faith.“ 
It was the Practice of the once Famous French Proteſtant 
Churches, at every Meeting of their national Synod, to 
read and give their Aſſent to their Confeſſion of Faith , and 
promiſe to Preach according to it T. And it might be 
well if this was practiſed among us; notwithſtanding the 
Oppoſition made by thoſe who diſlike the Doctrines. 


ALTno? the Proteſtant Churches in general, and thoſe 
of New-England-in particular, have been thus fully fix'd 
and eſtabliſhed in the pure Doctrines of the Goſpel, y*t 
ſundry Perſons of late have riſen up openly to oppoſe and 
deny them; and have by various Means endeavoured 
to introduce a new Scheme of Religion, and an eaſy Way 
of Salvation, unknown to the Goſpel of Chriſt. To this 


3 
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1 Purpoſe a great Variety of Books have' been written, 
either expreſly denying, or artfully endeavouring to 
miſrepreſent, perplex, and undermine the great Doctrines 
of the Goſpel. Altho? thoſe. Authors do not perfectly 
agree among themſelves, yet their Scheme is in the 
Main, tollerably conſiſtent with itſelf, in as much as the 
denying of ſome of the Doctrines of the Goſpel (amongſt 
which there is a neceſſary Connection) naturally under 

mines and deſtroys all the Reſt. 
I hall preſent the Reader with a general View of this 
new Scheme of Religon, as I ſome Years ago collected it 
from the Writings of Chubb, Taylor, Fofter, Hutcheſon, 
Campbell and Ramſey, and other Books, which are by 
ny, ſome highly extolled and afliduouſly rea about the 


T , Country. 

re 

dur A New Scuzme of Divinity collected from ſeveral 
c- Authors, 1752. 


we c THE ONLY End and Deſign of the Crna 18 ho 
to MW Happineſs of the Creature; and this End ſhall certainly 
be attained, ſo that all rational Creatures ſhall finally be 
aut Happ; or at leaſt, taken together as a Body, ſhall be 
to as happy as they can poſſibly be; and if ſome Indivi- 
nd duals ſhould be eternally miſerable, it is becauſe it is be- 
beyond the Power of God to make them happy; it 3 
he impoſſible, that a Creature ſhould be happy againſt its 
Will, and the Will cannot be immediately changed with- 
out deſtroying the Nature of the Agent. God has no 


d Benefafor, and has no Right to command his Creatures, 
et but only ſo far as he annexes Rewards to Obedience, and 


nd makes it their Intereſt to obey : The only Criterion of 
ed Duty to God is Self-Interet , and God commands us 
ay to do Things, not out of any Regard to his own Glery or 


us W © Autbority, bur meerly becauſe the Things commanded, 
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Authority over his Creatures as Creator, but only as 
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eſs. That he annexes Penalties only for the Good of 
the Creature, and the only End of Puniſhment is the 
Good of thoſe upon whom it is inflicted ;,or at leaſt; 

for the Good of the Syſtem of moral Agents in general. 
The natural Tendency which Things have to promote ¶ mc 
our own Intereſt, is the ſole Criterion of moral Good and Re 
Evil, Truth and Falſhood, Right and Wrong, Duty dic 
and Sin. That Sin conſiſts in Nothing but a Man's i of 
doing or forbearing an Action contrary to his own In- | an 
tereſt ; and Duty to God, is Nothing but the Purſuit off 
our own Happineſs, with this View, that it is the Will V\ 
of God that we ſhould be happy. | th 

We ought to have no Regard to God, but ſo far as hee 

is or may be a Means or Inſtrument of promoting our own 44 
Happineſs, and that to act from a View to the Glory of 

God, his Perfection, Authority or Laws conſidered as iſ 

; -over and abdve, beſide or diſtin? from our own Hap- tl 

pineſs, is but a Chimæra; it being impoſſible, that any f 

e 

0 

| 


moral Agent can have any rational View or Deſign, but 
only its own Happineſs. 
Since the Nature of all Sin conſiſts in Man's doing 
what he knows to be contrary to his own Intereſt and 
Happineſs: every Sin muſt be known and voluntary; and 
"conſequently there can be no Sin of Ignorance, Deriva- ih 
tion or Imputation; nor any finful Nature, State or Diſ- 
ſition. That Adam was not created in a State of 
olineſs, but only had a Power to act virtuouſly that 
is, to purſue his own Intereſt, if he pleaſed : That he 
had in his original Conſtitution; ſtrong Diſpoſitions and 
Inclinations to do Acts that were ſinful, 5. e. contrary to 
his own Intereſt, and he could not refrain from "thoſe 
particular Acts without conſiderable Pain and Uneafineſs: | 
That God gave him Inclinations which he ought not to 
8 and mar an Inclination to Ion; being the 2 7 
, | 0 


72 The Author of Heaven open to all Men, //ays, F our Appetites a art 
. 3 he who gave them 15 N * them, * 
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neſs, Wounds and Death; 
that the ſpecial Providence of Gop would interpoſe to 


"Cauſes, 


1 22 1 
of God is no Sin, but is deſigned for the Exerciſe of his 


Virtue, in reſtraining of it. 

Every Man is now born into the World, in as perfect 
a State of Rectitude as Adam was created; and has no 
more of a Diſpoſition to Sin than he had; and in all 


Reſpects ſtands as fair for the Favour of God as Adam 
did; not being obliged to be conformed to any Standard 


of moral Perfection, but only to purſue his own Intereſt 
and Happineſs. 

And tho! it ſhould be ſuppoſed, that Men have ſome 
Weakneſſes now, which Adam had not at firſt ; yet no- 
thing can bea Man's Duty which is not ne in his Power, 
even tho? he has loſt it by his own Fault; for the Law is 
abated in Proportion with the Power to obey. | 

Adam, in 4 State of Innocence, being liable to Sick- 
there is Reaſon to ſuppoſe, 


preſerve him from them. The preſent Miſeries and 
Calamities of Humane Life are no Evidences of a finful 
State, or Tokens of Gop's Diſpleaſure; but are primarily 
deſigned as Means for the Trial of Men' 8 Virtue, and to 
make them capable of a Reward. 
Every Man has a natural Power to proſecute his own 
Intereſt, and to do all that is neceſfary to be done by 
him for his on Happineſs. The Actions of moral Agents 


can be neither virtuous, vicious or free, unleſs they are 


done by a Man's own Power, nor unleſs he has alſo a 
Power to do the contrary ; and therefore it is abſurd to 
fuppoſe, that God ſhould implant Grace or Holineſs in 
any Man, or keep him from Sin, or decree or fore-know 
his Actions; becauſe all theſe Suppoſitions deſtroy the Free 
Agency of a Man, and conſequently his moral Virtue. 

© That Gop cannot certainly foreknow the Actions of 
Free- Agents; becauſe they are not in their own Nature 
fore-knowable; they not depending upon any antecedent 
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Since Sin is nothing elſe but a Man's not purſuing hi. 
ewn Intereſt, ſo well as he might, no Puniſament is pro- 
perly and juſtly due to him; but only that he ſhould 
uffer the natural ill Conſequences of his own Miſconduct, 
conſequently no Satisfaction is neceſſary in order to the 
Forgiveneſs of Sin; and therefore Chriſt did not dye ]“ is 
to make Satisfaction for Sin, and ſo there is no Need to © 
— 8 him to be eſſentially Gop, but only a moſt “ fr 
perfect and glorious Creature. * fl 
FThe great Deſign of the Goſpel, and of Chriſt's WM. 
coming into the World, was to revive the Light of Na- 
ture, and. to cultivate moral Virtue, which had been 
greatly obſcured by Jewiſh and Heatheniſh Superſtitions, 
and to give Men more full Aſſurance, that it they en- 
deavoured to promote their own Intereſt in this World, 
they ſhould be happy in the next, than the meer Light 
of Nature could do: And therefore there is no great 
Weight to be laid upon Men's believing Chriſt's Divinity, 
Satisfaction, or any of thoſe ſpeculative Points, which 
have been generally received as the peculiar and funda- 
mental Doctrines of the Goſpel (ſome of which are pre- 
judicial to moral Virtue) but we ought to have Charity Ill © 
for all Men, let their ſpeculative Principles be what they tl 
will, provided they live moral Lives, whether they be 
Papiſts, Jews, Mahometans or Heathens : or at leaſt, 2 
tor all that ſay they believe the Bible,*cho' they put no 1 
certain Meaning to it, or Conſtruction. upon it; but it / 
only that they believe it to be a good Syſtem of Morality, 
and don't profeſs to believe any Thing more about 
Chriſt, than the Mahometans gegerally do. 
And ſome have Charity for WF who are willing to be 
happy, and have a benevolent Temper towards their | 
'Fellow-Men, tho' they do not ſo much, as believe the 
Being of a God: Yea, ſome extend their Charity to. the 
Devils themſelves, ſo far as to ſuppoſe, that tho* they 
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g hi Mare at preſent very much out of the Way, yet they ſhall 
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at Length ſee their Error, and all be finally happy in 
Heaven; and pretend to produce plain Demonſtration 
for it in this Form: 7 


The ultimate End and Deſign of God in the Creation, 


is the Happineſs of the Creature. 


God's ultimate End and Deſign never can be finally 


- 


c fruſtrated or defeated; therefore all intelligent Creatures 
% ſhall finally be happy.” SOLE ME Ru 


The Reading of this New Scheme of Religion, will 
doubtleſs differently affect the Minds of different Readers: 
Some will be filled with Indignation, to ſee the great 
and fundamental Doctrines of the Goſpel thus ſubverted 
and denied: Others will think it ſcarce poſſible, that 


any Men of Senſe ſhould run into ſuch abſurd Notions : 


Others who have been inconſiderately led into ſome of 
the Principles, will fart, when they come to ſee how 
naturally they lead to ſome other of theſe Principles, which 
at preſent they abhor. For this fundamental Principle, 


« That the Happineſs of the Creature is the ſole End of 


* the Creation,” naturally leads to moſt, if not all of 


the reſt: For this muſt be the ſole Rule and Meaſure of 


all Gop's Conduct towards us, and of ours towards him; 


and it is certain, that God's ſole End and ultimate Defignt 


never can be fruſtrated. Others will be grieved and 
provoked, to ſee their whole Scheme expoſed to open 
View; ſince they find it möſt politick to conceal ſome 


| Parts of it, till they can get the Minds of Men pretty 


well rivetted into the x 


In order therefore, bring Men to an Indifferency, 


and prepare them by Degrees for the Reception of this 
NEW Scheme, ſundry Artifices have been uſed. . 


* THarT there ought to be no Creeds or Confeſſions 


of Faith, but the Bible: That there are no fundamental 
Principles in Religion, or any certain Set of Doctrines 


4 | neceſſary 


| 1 7 | 241 | | 
neceflary to be believed, in order to Salvation: That 
thoſe which have been commonly eſteemed ſuch, are 
put mere giſputable ſpeculative Points, which have no 
Influence upon Practice; and that the greateſt Hereſy 
is an immoral Life: That publick Orthodoxy has been 
very various in different Countries; and in the ſame 
Country at different Times; that Councils and Aſſemblies 
of Divines not being infallible, have no Right to make 
or impoſe upon others, any Creeds or Confeſſions of 
Faith, or publick Teſts, or Standards of Orthodoxy ; I 
or to fix any particular Senſe or Meaning on the Scrip- 
ture: That no Man is bound to believe as out Fathers 
believed; but every Man has a Right to judge for himſelf; 
and that is Truth to every Man which he believes to be 
the Truth: That every Man ſhall be ſaved in that Way 
er Religion which he thinks is right, let it be what it 
will; provided he lives according to it: That it is ſuffi- 
cient, if Men ſay, that they conſent to the Subſtance of 
our Catechiſm and Confeſſion, without rigorouſly inſiſt- 
ing upon every Article and Doctrine in it: That great 
Condeſcention ought to be uſed, and ſundry Doctrines 
ought to be given up, either in Whole or in Part, or 
different Explications allowed, for the Sake of Unity. 
That no Man ought to be ſo uncharitable, as to 
exclude another from Salvation, or any publick Office of 
Inſtruftion, becauſe he does not think as he does: That 
Men's Way of thinking, is as different as their Faces; and t. 
to endeayour to make all Men think alike, is to make t 
them Higots, and hinder all Free Enquiry after Truth.“ 


ens have the Appearance Hh 
ef Truth, yet they are ſo mixed and diſguiſed with 
| Falſhood, as that they equally tend to lead the unwary 
Mind into Error, as if they were wholly. and abſolutely 1 
falſe; it is therefore neceſſary to ſet this important 


s What 


Al Tno* ſome of theſe Propoſiti 


Subject in a clear Light, 


— 


ln 
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What we mean by a Creed or Confeſſion of Faith, is 


his; 1 believe, that ſuch a Doctrine or Propoſition i iS 
e contained in the Bible ;” or, that theſe Words expreſs 


In common Language, the true Senſe and Meaning of the 


cripture, relating to that Thing: And therefore it is 
Impoſſible for any Man to preach, ſpeak or write any 
Propoſition which he believes, from the Word of Gop, 
but it is ſo far his Creed, or a Confeſſion of his Faith. 

But the Truth or Validity of any Confeſſion of Faith, 


Noes not depend upon the Authority of the Compoſers ; 
but upon its Agreement with the Word of GOD, or 
expreſſing the true Senſe of it. Yer Miniſters, in their 
publick Preaching, and joint Conſultation in Councils, 
are an Ordinance appointed by Gop, to hold forth Light 
and Truth to his Church, and to declare the true Senſe 
and Meaning of Scripture. And tho? every Man has a 
Right to examine and judge for himſelf, according ta 
Truth; yet no Man has a Right, in the Sight of Gov, to 


judge urong; neither does Right and Truth follow the 
Judgments of Men, whether public or private: For that 


00 deſtroys the original Difference between 
Right and Wrong, Good and Evil, and juſtifies every, 


bad Principle and Practice in the World. 
And if every particular Perſon has a Right to judge 


for himſelf , then ſurely publick Bodies and Communities of 


Men have a Right to e e for themſelves, concerning their 
own publick State and ien, the Qualifications of 


their own Miniſters and Inſtructors; and what Doctrines 
they would have preach'd to themſelves and to their 
Poſterity : And when a Miniſter has a Call to a Church, 


it is upon this Suppoſition, in the View of thoſe who call 
him, that he believes, and will preach to them and theirs, 
thoſe Doctrines which they believe and declare to be the 
Truth; and if he does not, he is guilty of Deluſion, 
Deception, and Breach of Covenant. 
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A They who ſuppoſe, that there are no fundamental Ty, 


Principles or Doctrines, neceſſary to be believed in order I wr 
to Salvation, deſtroy the Fundamentals of the Chriſtian Þ an 
Religion; and make but little Difference between I 

Chriſtianity, Mahometaniſm, and refined Heatheniſm, me 
except in ſome external Rites and Ceremonies : For that N M 
which has Nothing fundamental or eſſential to it, has no or 
real diftinf? Exiftence at all. Indeed, they believe, there H 


Was ſuch a Man as JEsus CnurisT, who was ſent to D 


in the Subſtance, to teach ſuch Rules of moral Conduct, 


due to us for Sin; the Corruption and Renovation of 


 Mahometans, Heathens, and ſome who call themſelves 


teach, and ſet an Example of moral Virtue, and to aſſure MW te 
Men, that if they live moral Lives, they ſhall be ſaved: 

And this is the Subſtance of what they mean by. Faith 
in Cbriſt, or of that Belief and Profeſſion which conſti- 
tutes a Chriſtian, the new Man, and the new Creature. 
But by leaving out of their Creed; the great Doctrines 
of the eſſential Divinity and Satisfaction of Chriſt; 
Reliance upon the Merits of his ſuffering the Puniſhment 


Humane Nature, Cc. there is Nothing material left in 
Chriſtianity, but what is common with other Religions; 
and the Light of Nature : And accordingly many Jews, 


Chriſtians, have believed that Moſes, Zoroafter; Feſus 
Chriſt, Apollonius Tyaneus and Mahemet, were Prophets; 
or extraordinary Men, ſent by Gop, to teach good moral 
Doctrine, and to reform Mankind: That they all agreed 


as that, if any Man lived up to them, he ſhould be 
ſaved ; and that none of the different ſpeculative Princi- 
tes which they taught, were fundamentally neceſſary to 
be believed in order to Salvation. Accordingly Adrian, | 
and ſome others of the Heathen Emperors, to unite all 
Parties, intended to erect Temples to Chrift, and to have | 
him worſhipped together with the Heathen Gods; but 
being diſſuaded from that, in Point of Policy, one of 
tem {et up the Picture of Chriſt, and that of Apollonius 
; : 5 VT, VPE 8 Tyantus 


Es 1271 
Tyaneus, (a Heathen Magician, who is ſaid to have 
wrought many Miracles) both together, in his Cloſet 


and paid equal Homage and Adoration to them both, 


And upon this Suppoſition, that there are no funda- 
mental Doctrines or Principles in Chriſtianity, I think a 


Man may be a good Chriſtian, and yet be a Mahometan 
or Heathen at the ſame Time. The Salvation of the 


Heathen, by living up to the Light of Nature, is a 
Doctrine preach'd from ſome Chriſtian Pulpits, and pre- 


tended to be proved from Scripture. 


Chubb, in his Chapter to Believers and Undelievers, 


| adviſes Chriſtians and Deiſts to be charitable to each 


other, as Fellow-Travellers to Heaven; and not to 


{ contend earneſtly about the ſmall ſpeculative Points in 


Difference between them: And indeed, according to his 
Idea of Chriſtianity, the Difference is ſo ſmall, as not to 
be worth the Contending abour. | 

But it appears to me, that this Scheme 1s entirely 
ſubverſive of the Goſpel of Chriſt, and contrary to the 


| Senſe of the Chriſtian Church in all Ages, and of the 


Church of England in particular, which in the 18th Article 


ſays, * They alſo are to be had accurſed, who preſume 


to ſay, that every Man ſhall be ſaved by that Law or 
* Sect which he profeſſeth, ſo that he be diligent to frame 


© his Life. according to that Law, and the Light of 


Nature: For the Scripture doth ſet forth unto us, only 
the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, whereby Men muſt be ſaved.” 

 ALTno* a good moral Life is abſolutely neceſſary ta 
Salvation, as neceſſarily flowing from a living Faith; 
yet upon theſe Principles, there is no great Advantage in 
it, but only with Regard to the Happineſs of this World: 
For no external Action is either good or bad in a moral 
or religious Senſe, but with Regard to the Principle it 


proceeds from; for if a Man ſhould externally keep the 
whole moral Law, to recommend himſelf to Jupiter or 
Mabomet, or to merit Heaven by his own Righteouſneſs, 
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up by any Council, or generally received and eſtabliſhed 


[ 28 J 
br for any other End, excluſive of the Glory of GOD, 
it will not be ſufficient for Salvation. | 
And tho' in ſome Inſtances, the Motives of Sel/-Intereſt, 
Reputation, and the like, may influence a Man to 


abſtain from all open Acts of Vice; and ſome Men, from | 


2 meer natural Principle of Benevolence, without true 
Grace, may really endeavour to promote the general 
Good of their Fellow-Men ; yet ſuch Inſtances are but 
rare: And it is a plain Fact, in general, that fo far as the 
true Principles of Religion decay, or are laid aſide, in 
any Country, ſo far proportionably Vice and Immorality 


increaſe. We have melancholly Inſtances of this in our 


own Nation. ö 


For when Men are told, that they are under no 
Obligation to obey the Laws of Gop, but only from Self 
Jntereſt ; that the only Evil of Sin, conſiſts in Men's not 
purſuing their own Intereſt, ſo well as they might, or 
Gop is willing they ſhould ; that they deſerve no Puniſh- 
ment, ſtrictly ſpeaking, but only to be laid under ſome 
falutary Reſtraints, for their own Good; and theſe ſhall 
laſt no longer, than till they are willing to be made 
happy ; and that the Torments of Hell ſhall not be 
eternal; theſe and ſuch like Doctrines *, have the moſt 
effectual Tendency to take off the moſt powerful Re- 
ſtraints from Sin, and to give a Looſe to the Corruptions 
of Men, to practice all Kinds of Vice and Immorality. 
The Doctrines contained in our Catechiſm and Con- 
Teſſion of Faith, particularly the Divinity and Satis- 
faction of Chriſt, Original Sin, the Neceſſity of Special 


Grace in Regeneration, Juſtification by Faith, c, have 


been univerſally received, eſtabliſhed and taught in all 


Ages of the Chriſtian Church: And upon all the Search 
'T have been able to make into Antiquity, I can find no 


ſingle Inſtance of any Public Confeſſion of Faith, drawn 


in 


engl, by Gaftrell; Campbell, c Ramſey,” 


1 
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in any Chriſtian Country in the World, 3 a + 


theſe Doctrines have been plainly and expreſsly Fry 
For tho' there have been ſome Men ſcattered up and 
down in the World, and ſometimes convened in Aſſem- 


blies, who have not believed theſe Doctrines, and have 


ſometimes endeavoured covertly to diſguiſe them, and 
let them drop, and, by Degrees to root them out 'of the 
Chriſtian Church; yet they never dared openly and formally 
to deny them, by any public Act; becauſe, they knew, 
that theſe Doctrines had been ſo univerſally received in 
the Chriſtian Church, that all Antiquity would condemn 


them, and that ſuch an open Denial would bring upon 


them the Reſentment of all Mankind. 
The principal Inſtance which ſeems to be to the 


| Contrary, was in the Time of the Emperor Conſtantius, 


who was an Arian, and ſtrenuouſly endeavoured by ſecret 
Fraud and open Violence, to eſtabliſh Arianiſm; and 


| many Court-Flatterers did really or pretendedly fall in 


with him. But the worſt Arian Creed, which the World 
ever ſaw, under any Countenance of public Authority, 
was drawn up at Sirmium, A. D. 339, by a ſmall Number 
of the Emperot's Domeſticks and Paraſites, not worthy 


of the Name of a Council; in which they diſguiſed the 


Divinity of Chriſt in ſuch Terms as many of the common 


People did not fee to be much differing from what they | 


had been always taught. It was in theſe Words.* 


WE believe in the One only and true G OD, the 
* omnipotent Father, the Maker and Former « all 
Things; and in the only begatten Son of Gop, exiſting 
© before all Ages and Beginnings, and before all Time 


* which can be conceived and comprehended, born 


God without Paſſion, the only One of the F ather 
alone, Gop of Gop, like unto his Father which 


* begat him, whoſe Generation (according to the Scrip- 
$ ture) no one Knoweth but the F ather who begat him, 
„ | 2 In 


2 * Harduini (ite: Concil, V. I. 7 7485 
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In the Concluſion, they ſay, 7 
Furthermore, the Word Subſtance, becauſe it waz Mb Hil 

£ fimply uſed by the Fathers, and is unknown to the the! 
© People, and gives Offence, becauſe it is not in the wh 
© Scripture, we think it beſt that it ſhould be laid aſide, ¶ upc 
and that hereafter no Mention ſhould be made of the Fai 
* Subſtance of Gop ; becauſe the Scripture never ſpeaks I rev 
© of the Subſtance of the Father and the Son; but we Mt * ſt 
* ſay, that the Son is in all Things like unto the Father, I * tc 
as the ſacred Scriptures ſpeak and teach.” CE 
Upon which we may obſerve, that they don't ſay, I 
that Chriſt is originally, eſſentially and eternally GOD, bo 
having one and the ſame Nature, Eſſence and Subſtance Þ + 
with the Father; neither do they think it would bear, in 
in that public Manner, expreſsly to deny it, and aſſert, 


an 

that he was but a meer Creature, (which is the great Point ha 
in Diſpute;) but they diſguiſe the Matter, by ſaying, © 1 
that GOD before all conceivable Time, begat a' Son, I © : 
who is Gop of Gop, and like unto his Father; or as M I: 
the modern Arians ſay, Gop made another Gop, to th 
whom he communicated all the Perfections of his Nature, D 
except Eternity, Self-Origination, Supremacy, and N 
Independency. ] GE of 
The Expreſſions in this Creed look ſo much like a  C 
Profeſſion of the real and eſſential Divinity of Chriſt, I ir 
that many of the common People, and ſome of the Clergy, 1 I 
did not ſee thro' the diſguifed Deſign : And they ſup- C 
poling, that there was Nothing in this Creed which was i 
falſe (as in one Senſe there was not, tho' an eſſential 5 
Article was omitted or diſguiſed) were induced by Fraud : 


or Force to ſign it: But others who refuſed to do it, 
and ſtood up in Defence of the ancient Faith of the | 
genial Divinity of Chrift, were upon various Kinds of 

Pretences, . baniſhed, perſecuted or oppreſſed zs fo that 
.  Artlaniſm ſeemed to be triumphant, during theRemainder 
of that Emperor's Reign, which was about two Years. 
| 33 


* 
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But even in theſe Worſt of Times, (as Bower, in his 
Hiſtory of the Popes, calls them) I don't ſuppoſe that 
there was one Man in ten, in the Chriſtian Church; 
who really believed that Chriſt was but a Creature; and 
upon the Death of Conſtantius, the ancient orthodox 


Faith, as declared by the Council of Nice, immediately 
| revived, and was again univerſally profeſs'd; a very 


c ſtrong Proof, ſays Bower,“ that the Aſſent before given 
© to the Arian Doctrine had been ſolely the Effect of 
Force or Intereſt.” This is the main if not the only 
Thing in all Antiquity, which the Arians have to 
boaſt of in their Fayour. 

Indeed the Goths, a Northern barbarous Nation, who; 
in the 4th Century, broke in upon the Roman Empire, 
and afterwards ſettled in Spain; were for a While bur 
half Chriſtians, or, as Bower þ expreſſes it, thro' the 
© Influence of ſome Arian Inſtructors, became Chriſtian 
and Arian at the ſame Time; yet during that Time, 
I cannot find in Hardiunès full Collection of Councils, 


that they had one Council which eſtabliſhed the Arian 


Doctrine; and, when it would ſerve a Turn, the politic 
Men among them, would pretend that they did not 
differ in any Thing material, from the Principles of the 


Catholic Church. T And it deen they were not Arians 


in the fulleſt Senſe ; for Theodorit expreſsly fays, || Go. 
Patrem quidem Filio majorem efſe dicunt ; Filium 1. 
Creaturam dicere non ſuſtinent, licet cum eis communicent, 


Ws dicunt. Altho* the Goths ſaid; that the Father 5 EP 


1 than the Son, yet they did not hold that the 
n was a Creature, tho they admitted to their Com- 
© munion- thoſe who ſaid fo.? 

There were two Sorts of Arians; one who ket, char 


Chriſt WAS a meer Man, and had no Exiſtence before his 
EO 0 Incar- 


77 Poe FL. " 172. 17 If. p. Se.” 
+ Dogmatum nullam Diſcrepantiam. 
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Incarnation; the other who ſuppoſed him to be an Ange 
or an Arch-Angel, the firſt and moſt glorious Creature 
which Gop made, to whom he communicated moſt of 
the Perfections of his Nature, gave him the Stile and 
Title of Gop, and ordered him to be worſhipped. 


Both theſe Hereſies, which agree in this Principle, 
that Chriſt is but a Creature, (tho one of them makes 


him a much more ancient and glorious Creature than the 
other) were fully condemned by the Oecumenical Council 
of Nice, A. D. 325; and the ancient Doctrine of the 
eſſential Divinity of Chriſt, expreſs'd and declared in the 
Nicene Creed, has ever ſince, (except in the Inſtances 
before mentioned) been univerſally received and acknow- 
ledged, as the ſtanding Doctrine of the Chriſtian Church. 


About the Year 405, Pelagius denied the Doctrine of 
Original Sin; and aſſerted ſundry Errors of the like 
Nature, (which now, from James Arminius, go under the 
Name Arminianiſin,) which gave great Offence to the 
Chriſtian Church: Whereupon ſundry Councils were 
convened; particularly at Jeruſalem, Carthage, &c. who 
fully condernned thoſe Errors; and they have never ſince 
been revived by any other Council. | 2 

St. Auguſtine wrote very copiouſly upon theſe Subjects, 
againſt Pelagius; and afſerted the ſame Doctrines which 
have ſince been called by the Name of Calviniſm. And 
the Doctrines of St. Auguſtine have always been acknow- 
ledged as the ſtanding Doctrines of the Chriſtian Church.“ 


Indeed the Errors and Corruptions introduced by the 
Church of Rome, in latter Ages, have been very many 
and great; but they have not conſiſted ſo much in directly 
denying any of theſ. ancient Doctrines, as in introducing 


new Ones, which tend to ſubvert them : As for Inſtance, 
the Papiſts hold the ancient Doctrines of the Divinity 


0 
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b 1. See, Council of Trent ; Bp. Buruet on the 155 Article. . 


PPP 
#1d Satisfaction ) bis Merits; but then they have into 
duced the Doctrine of Salvation by the Merits of tht 
Saints: and have vainly endeavoured to join theſe two 
together. And inaſmuth as they pretend to hold to 
Antiquity, and particularly to the Doctrines taught by 
S. Auguſtine, they are put to the hard Taſk of reconciling 
their ancient and modern Doctrines, and make them 
conſiſtent with each other. And tho' the Generality of 
the Papiſts have, for theſe Two hundred Years paſt, been 
(what we now call) Arminiaus; yet Antiquity obliges 
them to continue the Doctrines of. St. Auſtin, (which we 
now. call Calviniſm) as the public eftabliſhed Doctrines of 
I mention-theſe Things, not to eſtabliſh a Divine Faith 
upon human Fudgment or Authority, or to excuſe the 
Primitive Church from Errors in Circumſtantials; but to 


| bbviate the great Miſrepreſentations which have been 


made; as if-the public Fudgment of the Chriſtian Church 


reſpecting thẽ Divinity and Satisfaction of Chriſt, Original 
din, and the great Doctrines thereupon depending, had 


been uncertain and various at different Times and Places, 
and had changed like other Modes and Faſhions; and to 
ſhew, that the Abettors of the New Scheme, have but 


little or 0 Foundation, for boaſting of the great Numbers 


in all Ages, on their Side; as they frequently do when it 
Will ſerve their Purpoſe. oe, BW 
And fince the main Doctyines of the Reformation, were 


8 . received and eftabliſhed in the Chriſtian 
before Popery roſe up in the World; it appears __ 


Church, befc | 
that Mr. Taylor has very injuriouſy repreſented them as 


the Inventions, the Roots and Relicks of Popery, He 


inſults the whole Proteſtant Reformation, in theſe Words, * 
* *Tis my Perſwaſion, that the Chriſtian Religion, Which 


was very early and grievoufly corrupted by dreaming 


ignorank 


= 3 Srripture Dogrine of Original Sin, pag. 167. 
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0 1 and ſuperſtitions Monks, too conceited to be 


ſatisfied with the plain Goſpel, and has long remained 
© in that deplorable State; and is ſtill not a little miſ- 
© underſtood, even in ſome MAIN AR TIchEs, by thoſe 
© who profeſs themſelves the iruef# Proteſtants, and moſt 


perfect Reformers.--- In vain we ſweat, in mowing down 


© the Stubble of groſs Popery, while the Roots of it 
© live, and are cheriſhed in our own Hearts.” 12d 

So that according to theſe new Reformers, the preſent 
moſt perfect Reformation of Proteſtants, contains the 
Roots and Life of Popery; and all our Pretenſions to it are 
but in vain, till we root out ſome of the main Articles of our 
Religion. And when the peculiarGlories of Chriſtianity, 
or as ſome ſay, the abſurd and nonſenſical Doctrines 
which have been introduced into Chriſtianity, and are 
ſtill retained by the moſt perfect Reformers, are thus 
expunged, what ſhall we then have left, which he calls 
the plain Goſpel? I think---, but little more than the 
meer Religion of Nature; together with a Belief, that 


Jeſus Chriſt was a Divine Inſtructor, and ſet a good 


Example of moral Virtue. This is the glorious Re- 
formation which theſe Men are zealouſly endeaveuring 
to bring about! EE 5 

L have been the more particular in relating the Artifices 


— 


of the ancient Arians, in diſguiſing their Principles, 


becauſe I ſuppoſe, the ſame Art is practiſed by their 
Succeſſors. They will give Chriſt the Title of GOD, 
the Son of God, a divine Perſon, a glorious Being, a 
mighty Saviour, &c. whereby many Perſons are incon- 
fiderately led to ſuppoſe, that they believe his real and 
ee Divinity : Whereas they aſcribe no Attribute or 
Perfection to him, but what may belong to a Creature; 
at leaſt in their Opinion. And when they are critically 

examined upon this Diſtinction, they era a direct 
Anſwer to thoſe whom they don't expect to bring over, 
by ſaying, chat theſe are nice, ſubtle and metaphyſical 


Diſtinctions 
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Diſtinctions and Diſputes, which the common People 


cannot underſtand ; and therefore it is not worth While 
to ſay any Thing about them. But there is a moſt clear 
and plain Diſtinction between the Idea of the eternal 
ſelfreuiſtent GOD, and the Idea of any Creature, how 
ancient or glorious ſoever. And this Diſtinction the 
Common People are well capable of making; or other- 
wiſe they would be in the utmoſt Danger of Idolatry. 
For it is as real Idolatry to worſhip the higheſt Angel in 
Heaven, or the moſt glorious Creature that ever was 
made, as it 1s to worſhip the Virgin Mary, or a Piece 
of Wood. „ | 
Therefore, to worſhip Chriſt, as Gop, in the ſame 
Senſe in which Civil Magiſtrates or Angels are called 
Gods, || is an Idolatrous Deluſion. And it cannot be the 
Will of GOD, that all Men ſhould honour. the Sou, even as 
they honour the Father ; unleſs the Father and the Son were 
One and the ſame in Eſſence or Subſtance : For GOD 


exprelgly declares, that bis Glery be will not give to 


another. Iſaiah xlii. 8. 


| Beſides, I believe no Man, who has a juſt Senſe of 
the infinite Value and great Difficulty of eternal Salvation, 
will ever truſt his Soul with a meer Creature Saviour. 
Indeed thoſe who ſuppoſe that there is no Evil in Sin, 
but only as it is contrary to Setf-Intereft; and that it 
deſerves no Puniſhment, properly ſpeaking, but only, 


that the Perſon ſhould laid under ſome ſalutary 
 Reftraints for his own Good, till he is willing to be happy, 


may very conſiſtently ſuppoſe, that a Creature Saviour 
may do all that is neceſſary for their Salvation: But 
thoſe who have a juſt Senſe of the infinite Evil of Sin, 


and of the Neceſſity of Satisfaction to be made for it, 


ean never ſuppoſe, that a meer Creature- Saviour can be 
ſufficient. * 
; Indeed 


— a e * | as an ** 
I Z/al. vüi. 6. and xc. 7. and exxxviii. 1. Hieb. i. 6. 


\ 


. - \ ay > 
. 
« . 5 
5 


1 "THT: 
| Tndeed the Secinians, as Bp. Stillingfleet ſhews at large, 
diſguiſe their Sentiments about Chriſt's Satisfattion, as 


well as his Divinity. © They allow that Chriſt died for 


c #5, for our Sakes, and for our Sins; that his Death made 
F Expiation for Sin, and reconciled us to Gop : Tea, they 
b fay, they acknowledge a Satisfatiion worthy of GOD, 
band agreeable to the Scripture, and, ſays he, what can we 
* defire. more, if they mean the ſame Things by theſe 
Words that we do? But it appears, by what they ſay at 


other Times, they mean no ſuch Thing: For they utterly 
+ deny, that the Sufferings of Chriſt are to be conſidered as a 


F Puniſhment ; or that Chriſt ſuffered in our Place or Stead : 

Yea, they contend with great Vehemency, that it is 
0 wholly inconſiſtent with the Juſtice of GOD, to make one 
Mans Sin, the meritorious Cauſe of another's Puniſhment, 


C eſpecially one who is wholly innocent. Tho“ they allow, 


that Chriſt died for us; yet all they mean by it, is, that 

he died for our Benefit and Advantage, and to ſet us an 

Example of Patience and other moral Virtues, And if 

they are drove with Difficulty to allow that Chriſt made 

Satisfaftion, all that they mean by it, is, that Chriſt's 

Obedience and Sufferings were ſatisfatiory, that is, well- 
leaſing to GOD: But the Suppoſition, that Law or 
Juſtice requires Satisfaction for Sin in the Perſon of the 
dinner, or his Surety, they reject as abſurd, 

And when they meet with any appropriate Terms in 
the Scriptures, as Bearing of Sin, Redemption, Regeneration, 
enen Santtification, and the lite, they turn them 
nto ſome remote Senſe, or at leaſt to that which? is wholly 
| External, And to this End, they will ſearch the whole 

Bible, and find in what remote and unuſual Senſe theſe 
Words are ſometimes taken, when applied to other Things, 
and then contend, that this muſt be the ne of 
them in this Place. | 
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To ſhew the Abſurdity of this Method 1 bean 
the Scripture, ſo much practiſed by the Socinians, and 
their Followers, Biſhop Stillingſieet makes an Experiment 
of the firſt Chapter of Genefis, and taking of each Word 
in ſome remote and metaphorical Senſe, in "which it is ſome 


where uſed in the Bible, he puts ſuch a Conſtruction 
upon the Chapter, as to make it have no Reference to 


the Creation of the World, but Moſes's bringing the Children 
of Iſrael out of Ægypt. + 

Again, ſome will — that they own the Doctrine of 
Original Sin; but they mean Nothing but a contratted 
Diſpoſition or Inclination, ariſing from a vicious Habit, or 
Practice, and deny that any Diſpoſition or Inclination te 
Sin, is naturally derived from Adam: And aſſert, that 
every Child comes into the World, like a clean white 
Piece of Paper, 

Mr. 7. ae calls the Dadijins of Original Sin, a Soripture 
Dolirine; and yet when he comes to explain it, with 
regard to Adam's Poſterity, he makes it no Sin at all; and 
allows Nothing but that, pon the Sin of Adam, GOD 
fubyeited bim and his Poſterity to temporal Sorrow, Labour and 


Death : * And theſe are not Puniſhments for Sin, but 


primarily deſigned for the Benefit of Mankind, conſidered 
as innocent Creatures, For, he ſays, that uponthe Occaſion 
of Adam's Sin, GOD appointed our Life frc*), laborious and 


forrowful, and at length to be concluded by .jeath, not to 


puniſh us for another Man's Sin, but to leſſen Temptation. 
And therefore, I cannot think that public Orthodoxy 
in Teachers, can be ſufficiently ſecured barely by Men's 
ſaying, that they conſent to the Sulſtance of our Catechiſm 
and Confeſſion of Faith, and differ only in ſome ſinall 
Circumſtantials, leaving it to them to judge. what thoſe 
fmall Circumſtantials are: For a Man may ſuppoſe or. 
pretend, that the Ten Commandments are the moſt 
ſubſtantial Part of the Catechiſm, and that the Doctrines 
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7 T7 
of the Divinity and Satisfaction of Chriſt, Original Sin, I} .. 
Sc. are but meer ſpeculative circumſtantial Points, upon Fat 
which no great Weight ought to be laid. Such Perſons tho 
ought at leaſt to declare, what particular Articles they t 
do except, that ſo others may judge, whether they are T 1 
meer Circumſtantials or not. | a 
But then it is difficult, if not dangerous, to give 285 u 
any one proper Doctrine or Article of Faith, contained | © 
in our Confeſſion: For all the Articles of Faith in a all 
Syſtem or Body of Divinity, have a neceſſary Relation Int 
to, and Connection with each other ; whoever therefore det 
gives up any one Article of Faith, muſt, if he is conſi- on 
ſtent with himſelf, give up another which has a neceſſary |} ©* 
Connection with it, or Dependence upon it; and ſo on, M 
till he gives up the Whole. Indeed, ſome Men ſeem to ÞÞ *" 
be partly in one Scheme of Religion, and partly in 7 
another; but ſuch Men are always inconſiſtent with them- i 
ſelves ; altho* for Want of accurately tracing their own | * 
Ideas, they are not always /en/ible of it. | c 
Some Men will pretend to conſent to an Article of 5 
Faith, and yet believe Nothing of it, in the true gram- 
matical Conſtruction of the Words, and the Meaning of * 
the Compoſers. e. g. Some who pretend to conſent to 2 
the 39 Articles; by Original Sin, and the Corruption of c 
Humane Nature, mean Nothing but bodily Weakneſs 
and Sickneſs ; and by its deſerving GOD Wrath and | © 
Damnation, mean Nothing but Bodily Sickneſs and Pain, - 
( 
8 


and the temporal Miſeries of this Life. 

So the Meaning of that Article, according to them, 
is, that Adam's Sin is the Occaſion of our undergoing 
Bodily Sickneſs and Weakneſs, which deſerves Bodily 
Sickneſs and Pain. 1 | . f 

Condeſcention, Charity and Unity, are very excellent ; 
Things, when applied to promote the Ends of the Goſ- 
pel; and therefore, it is a Pity they ſhould upon any 
Qccalion be perverted to deſtroy it, 5 

: TT But 
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| But Condeſcention has no more to do with Articles of 
Faith, than with Propoſitions in the Mathematicks. And 
'tho* a Man ought in many Caſes to give up his own 


Right or Intereſt, yet he cannot in any Caſe give up the 
Truth of God, revealed in his Word. | ; 
Charity is but another Name for Love, and the conſe- 


quent Effects of it, in believing or hoping the beſt 


concerning any Man, which the Nature of the Caſe will 
allow; and conſidering how apt corrupt Nature is to 
intermix Self-Intereſt, Paſſion and Prejudice, with Mat- 
ters of Religion, it is a Virtue which, in that View, 
ought to be much inſiſted upon: But Charity no more 


conſiſts in inventing or believing new Terms ef Salvation, 


unknown to the Goſpel, than it does in believing a ſick 
Man will recover, when the Symptoms of Death are 
evidently upon him. Such Charity as that, is the greateſt 
Uncharitableneſs, as it tends to lull Men in Security to 
their eternal Deſtruction. © 

Unity in a joint-declared Conſent to the great and 
fundamental Principles of Religion, and Practice of the 
Duties of it, is a Matter of great Importance; but 
without ſuch a Conſent, Unity is founded upon Nothing ; 
and can never anſwer any of the great Ends propoſed 
in the Goſpel, Men muſt be agreed at leaſt in the 


Object of their Worſhip, whether it be the eternal ſelf- 
exiſtent GOD, or a meer Creature: And in order to 


maintain this Unity in the Chriſtian Church, there 
always have been public Creeds and Confeſſions of Faith, 
(all agreeing in Subſtance) to which all, eſpecially the 


Teachers, have given their joint Conſent. 


Neither can thoſe who adhere to the ancient Doctrines 


of the Chriſtian Church, be properly called a Party : 
That odious Name properly belongs to each of thoſe 
particular Se#s, which, from time to time, oppoſe thoſe 
Doctrines, and thereby make themſelves a Party. 


2 © 


The 


| - 
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The Bible is indeed the only Foundation of our 
_ Chriſtian Faith; and all the Queſtion is, in what Senſe 
we are to underſtand it: But fo far as any Regard is 
to be had to the Judgment of great and good Men, in 
expounding of it, (and I think it is an Argument of 
great Self-ſufficiency, if not Self-conceit, to have none at all, 
yet the Number and Quality of thoſe who have at any 
Time oppoſed theſe Doctrines, bear no Compariſon to the 
vaſt Number of Martyrs, and other eminently wile and 
good Men, who have conſtantly maintained them. And 
the Opinion of Aris, Pelagius, Socinus, Arminius, Foſter, 


Chubb, Taylor, and all their Followers, are but as the | 


ſmall Duſt of the Ballance, when put into the Scale, 


againſt: the Opinion of the whole Chriſtian Church, in all 


Ages. „CCC 

But I am free, that every Man ſhould examine for 

himſelf, and then openly declare what he finds. 
For my Part, I have critically and carefully, and, I 


think, with the utmoſt Impartiality, examined into the 


Doctrines contained in our Catechiſm and Confeſſion of 
Faith, and believe they are fully and plainly contained 
in the ſacred Oracles of Truth, perfectly agreeable to 
Reaſon, and harmonious with each other; and that 
moſt of them are of the utmoſt Conſequence -to the 
Salvation of the Souls of Men: And therefore look upon 


myſelf in Duty bound, to do all that lies in my Power, 


to continue and propagate thoſe Doctrines; eſpecially 
in the COLLEGE committed to my Care, ſince that 
is the Fountain from whence our Churches muſt be 
ſupplied. | 8 

And I hope, that all the MixisrERS of this Colony, 
according to the Recommendation of former Synods, 


and later general Aſſociations, will be careful and zealous 


to maintain and propagate the ſame in all our Churches : 
That they will clearly and plainly preach all the Doc- 
Trines contained in the ſacred Oracles of Truth, and 

„ eſpecially 
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ſpecially the more important of e K p 


a Cate bif and Confehion of Faith; that they will 15 
endeavour to conceal or Agde any of theſe Doctrines, 
flor ſhun. to declare the whole Counſel of God, That they 
will be careful not to introduce into the ſacred Miniſtry, 


any but fuch as appear to be well-fixed in theſe Principles 


upon which our Churches are eſtabliſhed. It is a 
Pleaſure to me, to obſerve, that no Perſon hd has lately 
heen licenced to preach as a Candidate, lies under any 
Suſpicion of that Nature. = 
And I think it a wiſe Act of the late General Affe. 
ciation at Middletozon, that Candidates ſhould receive a 
Licence far four Years only ;, and in Caſe they are not then 
ordained, ' ſhouldbeSme for a new One; that fo there 
might be a fair Opportunity to enquire anew into their 
Principles, as Well as moral Conduct. I think it is very 
neceſſary, to be careful in this important Point: For if 
young Miniſters ſet out with any bad Principles, we may, 
e preſume, that they will generally run greater 
eater Lengths. _ 
od been *creibly informed, by a Miniſter, that be 
dend another Miniſter in Neo- England, ſince ejected and 
deceaſed, preach upon theſe Words, Micha vi. 8. He 
hath rale bee, O Man, what is good : And the Subſtance 
of 'his Sermon was, < That every Man, by the Light of 
Nature, knew what was good for himſelf, and moſt 
© tended. to make him happy; and that every Man, by 
* purſuing his own particular Diſpoſition and Inclination, 
J makes Fimſelf in this World, and will be abby in 
the World to come.”. © 
This Scheme of Salvation is the moſt pleafing to 
corrupt Nature of any that ever was invented; and 
carries Ramſey's to greater Perfection than he did him- 
felf : For whereas ' Ramſey ſuppoſes, that ſome very 


F obſtinate,or vicious Men muſt be laid under ſome ſalutary 


Reflramis for a Seaſon, or paſs thro* ſome Kind 0 
F 


Purgatory; this Scheme carries every Man ta 2 75 in 
' his own Way, with the utmoſt Facility and Expedition ; 
or rather deludes every Man that believes it, down to WE 
Hell, while he thinks he is in the ſafe. and eaſy Road WV 
ſuch looſe and eaſy Notions of the Way to Salvation, 


| 88 as they call them. 


more violent Oppoſition than at this Time: The 
Poctrines of the Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of Chriſt, 


_ © Juſtification before God, his Attonement for Sin, and 
Satisfaction to the Law and Juſtice of God; the 


© the Holy Spirit, are treated with rude Scorn, and boldly, 
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to Heaven, And no Wonder, if thoſe who have imbibed 
po. gbtently oppoſe our ab/urd, narrow and wncharitable 


ago © 


Purpoſe, it is obſerved 4; the Reverend 


e, in his Treatiſe on various Subjeds, pag. 322, 


&&. © Since the Reformation, the Goſpel never met with 


* his Obedience to the Law. for u in order to our 


Nature, Neceſſity and Efficacy of the Operations of 


© charged with A/urdity and Nonſenſe.” 1 


But Men of this Character are not always open and 
frank in declaring their Sentiments, but chooſe to lie 
* concealed, until they have been able to ingratiate them- 
©ſelves with thoſe whom they intend ta bring over to their 
£ Sentiments; and watch for ſome favourable Opportunity, 
dor Advantage, which they will never fail to improve. 
The Doctrines which it may be they have no Reliſh for, 
ſome in their Congregations firmly believe; and there- 
$ fore they dare not at once, in a plain Manner, deny 
*them, and now and then covertly advancing Principles 
© not conſiſtent with them, they inſenſibly inſtil them 
into the Minds of their Hearers; and draw them off 
* from that Regard they ance had to thoſe other Prin- 
$ ciples. « It is very ſad, what Influence ſuch Conduct 
f has had, and ſtill has in many Places,, I had almoſt, 
laid, to the; total Subverfion of Chriſtianity. --- Theſe 
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Men frequently declaim againſt Controverſy in Religion 
aud againſt inſiſting upon controveried Points, becauſe,” 
they fay, it tends to fill Men's Heads with Niceties, 

+ and ſpeculative Notions, which have no Influence 
upon Practice. They carefully avoid ſome, Terms” 


of Chriſtianity are expreſs'd ; particularly, they will 

never uſe the Terms mite. and eternal, concerning 
our Bleſſed Saviour, nor expreſsly ſay, whether he is 
4 entially GOD, or a meer. Creature. till their long 
Silence has brought Men to an Indifference. - ---. Yet 
when a favourable Opportunity occurs, they will be 
= * and unreſerved, --- and become zealous Defenders 

42 


| 0 the Ears of ſome truſty | Friend.” t Thus far he. 


to be diſcouraging; for, as the Rev. Mr. Hervey, in his 
Preface to his Dialogues, obſerves, as theſe Doctrines 


| < enter into the very Eſſence of the Goſpel, and conſtitute 

> the Glory of our Religion, they can never want a 

5 Succeſſion of Advocates, fo long as the Sun and Moon 
„ e eee Wo 

I have not entered into a minute Conſideration of tlie 
Evidence of theſe important Doctrines, both from 


and Phraſes, by which the moſt important Doctrines 
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Principles, wich before they but whiſpered ſoftly in 
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But tho? theſe Things look dark, yet they ought not 2 27 
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Scripture and Reaſon, ' becauſe it has been ſo fully and oY 
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. clearly done by a great Variety of excellent Authors, 
8 both ancient and modern; among which the Writings: 

1 of the great Dr. Owen, Vice-Chancellor of the Univerſity 

tf Wl of Oxford, will always ſhine with a peculiar Luſtre in 
dhe Church of Chriſt. I ſhall only recommend two 
tor three new Pieces, which I have had Opportunity in 

. Part to read, but ſuppoſe are not generally known in 
25 fe On nh 


0 6 . * 0 
* x. Dial ( I&F 9 
5 | J 1 2 5 * N 


” * * 
E 5 
2 


A <0 _ \ oak 2 4 2 * * C 24 "S n „* - : 
4 - FS i i — 
— . „ * — 4 * a as} - l - * 
1 * 2 1 * . 4 * 9 
o p4 0. l 7 2 = x F 7 
£ 8 > { a . , 
- 
4 s 
” , 
8 | * 74 f } T 
1 1 
* ab 
* 7 


ues upo — and important Subjects 
. Mr. Herog, ' an Epiſcopal Miniſter, the 
Author of the well-known Meditations. 

The. Line. Street Sexmans, Preach'd by 1 ſome Diffenting 
Minilſers. 3 


3 'Freatiſe « on various Subjects, by the Rev. Mr. Joby 


N hula alſy recommend to the one S 
Wo Account of the Ends and Uſes of Creeds and 


Gs 25 Faith : Gb William Danby, Profeſlr | 
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5 Fe ENR AT A. 
Line 2, read, of any other. . | 
oh 16, Line18, aftth Fellow, read Profeſſor of Divinity. ö 
8 3 z. „Line 1, after Satisfaction, read, of Chriſt, and aon, 
© Page 34s Line 2, delt, and, : * 


